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Field trial committee meeting November 19. 2020 was called to order by Chair Dawn Schuster at 6:04 pm CST[image: ]
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Owner:  Casey Butz
Handler: Casey Butz
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“Doing Our Part” 


Present were chair, Dawn Schuster , Mike Ludwig, Pat Keliher, Jordan Horak, Chris Dartt and Ron Bullock. Absent was Cheryl Dooley
A motion to approve the November agenda was made by Ron Bullock and seconded by Chris Dartt. The agenda was approved
A motion to approve the October minutes was made by Chris Dartt and seconded by Mike Ludwig. The minutes were approved. 
Old business
NACC update was given by Dawn Schuster. Plans are moving ahead well. Dawn spent some time at the trial grounds with the land owner 2 weeks ago. The grounds are looking very nice. A covid plan is in the works in compliance with AKC and the State of Ohio guidelines and will be posted soon. Masks and social distancing will be required by all in attendance. The food vendor will be set up for both breakfast and lunch at the grounds. They have also been given special permission to set up in the hotel parking lot in the evenings with a full dinner menu. Anyone who wishes to not go out to dinner will be able to get a good meal from the vendor and eat in their room. The judges will be served dinner at the hotel each night. Handler bags and silent auction items will be available in the pool area on Tuesday evening at 6:00pm  at the quality Inn, Marysville. Silent auction will again be set up in the tent on Wednesday thru the end of the trial day when the auction will close. Schedule planned is Tues training day with Walt Leytham beginning at 10:00am. Expected trial schedule will run at 8:00am Wed with series 1 and 2 in the fields on pheasant. Thurs will run series 3 and 4 in the woods on Chukar and Fri will be water and 5th series . There are 44 dogs entered. 
Continued discussion about trial evaluations
The FTC discussed what is the protocol for field trial follow ups when there is an issue at a trial. What is the procedure? Talk centered around club and chair responsibility to hold a trial to the highest quality possible. Ultimately the chair is responsible for a trial. A question was posed as to why, if an issue arises at a trial, has no one filed a formal complaint with the committee? What is the procedure for filing a complaint. This is outlined in the AKC spaniel field trial pamphlet. Documentation must be made in writing and presented to the trial committee. Other questions asked were, Do we want to shut down trials for serious infractions or poor quality of trials or not approve future trials?  Should chairs be asked to file a post trial report? Should a trial evaluation  form be created for anyone in attendance to submit? Is a lack of AKC representation posing a problem?  Should the FTC create a survey to gather input on handling of poor quality trials? Poor quality was defined as lack of quality cover, poor birds, insufficient help to make trials run smoothly. It was decided to continue discussion at a future meeting along with Email discussion. 
Spring  2021 Calendar update
The spring 2021 calendar has been posted on fieldcockers.com.  Please look at it and let us know if your trial has not been posted. It was requested that judges names be added to the calendar as well. Bethann reports that she can add judge names as long as that information is submitted to her.  When your trial premium is ready and posted, please forward them to bethann wiley to be added to the calendar. Trial information or trial updates must be sent to her before they can be updated. 
Update on two proposals sent to the ECSCA board of directors
Both proposals regarding NCC (open) dog qualifications and NCC and NACC judge requirements were sent to the board of directors for review. They will be formally presented on Wed December 2nd. Dawn will be present at that board meeting to discuss with the board members. 
New business
Call for nominations for regional reps on the FTC 
The 2 year term for the regional reps is up and the FTC is making  call for nominations in the Eastern region and Central region.  In the Western region, Cheryl Dooley is eligible for a second two year term and wishes to continue on if possible. The FTC will take other Western nominations as well. 
Below are the current requirements to serve on the  ECSCA FTC . 
CRITERIA FOR ECSCA FIELD TRIAL COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP The person shall desire to serve for the betterment of the breed (English Cocker Spaniel) and the growth of the field trial activities for the breed (English Cocker Spaniel). Any ECSCA member in good standing, that is (or has been) working, training, or handling an English Cocker Spaniel for field trials can be on the committee. Regional Representatives must live in the region they are to represent. At Large Representatives can be from any area of the country. The person shall have at least five (5) years experience in field trial training or hunting with an English Cocker Spaniel. The person shall have experience in organizing/running English Cocker Spaniel field trials. The person shall be comfortable with use of e-mail and conference calls as the basic committee correspondence and communication vehicle. 
If there is more than one person who wishes to be a regional rep of the FTC, a regional vote will take place for that region. Only members of that region may vote for its regional rep. 


Regions consist of..
East Region: Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, New York, Connecticut, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, West Virginia, Ohio, North Carolina, South Carolina, Florida, Georgia 
Central Region: Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Iowa, Missouri, Mississippi, Arkansas, Louisiana, Alabama, Kentucky, Tennessee
 West Region: Alaska, Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Nevada, Utah, Arizona, New Mexico, Colorado, North Dakota, South Dakota, Montana, Wyoming, Nebraska, Texas, Kansas, California, Oklahoma
Please submit nominations along with a bio to the FTC chair (Dawn Schuster) by December 14, 2020. At RDCGSchuster@aol.com 
Congratulations to the winner, Vicky Thomas and placing dogs at the NCC 2020 in North Dakota! 
1st Place & Guns award 
FC /CFC Warrener’s Tullindaly “Tully” O/H Vicky Thomas
2nd  FC  Oahe Golden Nugget “Nugget” O/ Dameron Davis H/ Tom Ness
3rd Seskin Hill Ross the Boss “Ross” O/H Richard Whelan 
4th Lil Prairie Times a Wastin “ Sage” O/ William Connor H/ Paul Mc Gagh
  Certificate of Merit
FC Moreven Brunie “Brunie” O/H Ted Mc Cue
Skalkaho’s Absolutely Fabulous “ Patsy” O/H Olivia Steele-Mortimer
Seskin Hill’s Blue Sky “Sky” O/ Joanne Whelan & Tucker Johnson H/ Richard Whelan
Hawthorne Apache “ Scarlet” O/John Regnary H/ Andrew Flores
FC/AFC Abitt of a Northern Whirlwyn O/ Kaye Wyn H/ Jason Givens

High Pt Open Dog- FC/CFC Warrener’s Tullindaly O/ Vicky Thomas
Weighted high Pt Open Dog- FC Fallen Wings Linnie’s Summer Shandie O/ Kevin Gaddie
High Pt Amateur Dog-FC Whispering Jesse of Terrybrook O/ Walt Leytham
Regional High pt open dog East-Hawthorne Skerry O/John Regnary
Regional high pt open dog Central- Fallen Wings Ginger- O/Scott Fitzgerald
Regional high pt open dog West- FC/CFC Warrener’s Tullindaly O/ Vicky Thomas
High pt Open Handler-  Kim Wiley
High pt Amateur handler- Julie Mommaerts
Best Amateur handler in NCC - Vicky Thomas
Fallen Wings Breeder Cup- James Fairclough
Harold Bixby Award- Nadine Kohn
Congratulations to all! 


Adjourn  718   
Next meeting Thursday, December 17, 2020  
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