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· Call to Order- The meeting was called to order by Dawn Schuster at 6:07 PM CST
Present: Chris Dartt, Cheryl Dooley, Jordan Horak, Pat Keliher, Mike Ludwig, Dominique Savoie & Dawn Schuster 
· Approval of Minutes from April 17, 2019 – Jordan made a motion to approve the minutes.  Mike seconded the motion and the motion carried.

· Approval of Agenda – Chris made a motion to approve the Agenda.  Pat seconded the motion and the motion carried.

· Update on NCC/NACC Ballots 2020 – All ballots for the NACC 2020 have been mailed.  Due to 3- new qualifiers and the date of the deadline not being published in the April minutes, it was agreed that the deadline would be extended for 2- weeks to accommodate the three new Qualifiers.  An announcement of the 2- Judges will be made the week of May 20th.
Pete Rizzo, Chair of the 2020 NACC, will be looking at a few properties in Ohio.  The exact location will be chosen Memorial Day weekend.  Pete is working on the budget. Concerns were raised about an early NACC date as it impacts those in the northern tier of the county. Dawn informed the FTC they would keep those concerns in mind as the review the grounds and discuss with the landowners.  The NACC Chair will report to the FTC on the next call. 

·  “How to Run an NCC” Update – FTC progress to-date includes a Proposed Budget and Checklist Document.  Dominque indicated she is working on the document and will an update at the next FTC meeting. 

· Hunt Test & Field Trial Conflicts – It was brought to the attention of the FTC Chair, Dawn Schuster, that a Cocker Field Trial in the East has been approved and conflicts with a Hunt Test date.  The Chair of the Hunt Test indicated they are worried this conflict will affect the entries as well as the available workers needed to host the Hunt Test.  Since the Trial was approved one month before being made aware of the Hunt Test, there is little the FTC can do to accommodate the Hunt Test.  It was stated that communication between the Committees/Clubs be paramount in future planning of events.

· Trial Approvals – Two Trials were brought to the FTC for approval.  Both were approved.
1. Eastern Region – Western New York, Darien Center, NY.  September 28 & 29, 2019. 2- open stakes & 1- puppy
2. Central Region – Central Wisconsin, New Glarus, WI.  September 7 & 8, 2019. 2- Open stakes, 1- Amateur & 1- Puppy.
New Business:
Growing the Sport– An extensive discussion took place around ideas for increasing new interest in the Cocker Field Trial sport.  Increasing interest was defined at encouraging Folks to enter more Trials as well as encouraging Newcomers to the game.
In regards to increasing Entries at Trials, one concern expressed involved the fact that dogs already qualified for the NCC or NACC are not being entered.  A possible solution might be to change the qualification rule to 1- Year instead of the current 2- year rule.
It was noted that attempts to increase Trial entries is a matter of growing from within.  Attracting Newcomers from outside the sport is another type of growth.
 Suggestions discussed to increase interest in the sport from outside included:
	Fostering more training events/fun trials/seminars 
	Hosting Amateur Only Field Trials for an entire weekend or Novice/Junior Stakes
	Production of Training/Educational Videos that could be shared on Social Media
	Designing a new Webpage separate from fieldcockers.com that would be more educational
	Mentoring program for youngsters who can’t otherwise afford participating in the sport.  
It was also suggested that entries per Trial have decreased because there are more Trials being held.  
Adjournment – Chris made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Mike seconded the motion and the motion carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:50 PM CST.
The next FTC Meeting will be held June 19, 2019.
Respectfully Submitted – Cheryl Dooley
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