ECSCA – Field Trial Committee (FTC)
· 2024 Chair – Susan Sarracino-Deihl – saracen@wi.rr.com
· Central epRegion R- Susan Sarracino-Deihl –saracen@wi.rr.com
· East Region Rep – Ted McCue – tedjmccue@gmail.com
· West Region Rep- Kevin Gaddie – kjgaddie@gmail.com
· At Large Member: Barbara Defalco – barbdeluca@hotmail.com
· At Large Member: Paul McGagh - pgmcgagh@aol.com
· At Large Member: Mark Mercie - mandcmercie@frontiernet.net
· At Large Member: David Williams –davidwilliams525@hotmail.com 
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ECSCA FTC MEETING MINUTES
Tuesday, October 15, 2024 – 5:30 pm Central Time

I. Susan Sarracino-Deihl called the meeting to Order at 5:34 PM CT
Present: Barbara Defalco, Kevin Gaddie, Ted McCue, Paul McGagh, Mark Mercie, & David Williams
Guest Attendees: Deb Strohl & Cheryl Dooley

II.  Agenda approval
A. Susan asked for additions to the agenda for this evening. 
B. Hearing none, the agenda was approved as submitted.

III. Approval of previous minutes –
a. Susan indicated the September 24, 2024 minutes were approved by the FTC via email.
b. September 24, 2024 minutes were distributed to the Cocker Community on October 1, 2024 and posted on fieldcockers.com

IV. OLD BUSINESS

A. Mission Statement – Please see attached draft
a. The FTC discussed the latest draft of the Mission Statement.
b. There was a question about no mention of sportsmanlike conduct as discussed during the September FTC meeting. The Mission Committee feels item #6 - FTC duty to educate will cover that point. During educational sessions, the FTC can discuss the importance of Sportsmanlike Conduct
c. There was mention that the next step will be to prepare an Addendum to the Mission Statement that explains the procedures/protocols for the duties of the FTC; including how the duties will be carried out, a timeline or deadline dates, etc.
d. A motion was made by Paul McGagh to approve the Mission Statement. Kevin Gaddie seconded the motion. All Members of the FTC approved that the draft by the Mission Statement Committee. 
e. There was discussion around direction to pursue including two options:
i. Send to the 4- Volunteers who offered help on the rewrite and ask them for comments.
ii. Email the entire Cocker Community, allowing two weeks for comments. Then, the FTC can review the comments and decide how to proceed.
f. The FTC discussed the above 2- options and felt the best option that offers transparency and allows for the most comments.
g. Anyone wishing to comment on the Mission Statement Draft must do so via email to the FTC by Tuesday, November 4, 2024.

B. Election for Regional Representatives
a. On December 31, 2024 the following FTC Reps will have fulfilled their term of service:

East - Ted McCue
Central - Susan Sarracino-Deihl
West - Kevin Gaddie

b.  As such the current FTC has been actively seeking nominations to replace these individuals. 
The deadline to submit nominations is Tuesday, October 15, 2024 11:59PM (CT).

Nominations received to this point are: 
				East – Jack Glinsky
				Central – Jonathan Sims
				West – Jeff Lusk

c. The current Mission Statement requires the FTC to determine if the nominee meets the requirements for appearing on the ballot.  
The FTC has determined all three candidates meet such requirements.

			
d. Susan stated that she will wait until 11:59 CT this evening for any
			other nominations.
However, if no other nominations are received for the Regional Rep 2025-2026 Term each candidate was deemed to be running for their Regional Rep position unopposed.
Since each Candidate is running unopposed, they will justly be appointed as the new Regional Representative for each Region from January 1, 2025 to December 31, 2026.

C. Partial Refund for 2023 NCC and NACC
a. As discussed during the September meeting it was reported the AKC will not allow refunds to National Participants because it was not published in either the premium or the catalogue.
b. The FTC discussed the excess funds further and decided it would be best to leave the money in the Field Trial account with the ECSCA and use the funds as National expenses require in the future.
c. Deb indicated the ECSCA agrees with the FTC’s decision to leave the money in the Field Trial account and use for future National expenses as needed.

V. NEW BUSINESS
A.  ECSCA BOD – Deb Strohl
a.  ECSCA dues need to be paid soon. If not paid on time, an individual could be taken off the list and then have to reapply should they try to pay dues late.

i. To pay dues visit website  https://englishcocker.org/
b. AKC has a new COO and everyone should expect fees to increase. Currently, Field Trial Committees pay $3.50 per dog entry. That amount is expected to be increase soon.

B.  New field Trial requests
a.  The FTC received a request for an ECSCA sponsored Field Trial to be held in East Bend, NC during January 2025 
1. The Field Trial Committee requesting the Trial submitted a budget, which was reviewed.
2. The trial was approved.
b. Central Wisconsin Sporting Spaniels requesting to move their trial to April 12 & 13, 2025 due to the Easter weekend April 19 &20.
1. Saturday will be Open & Amateur and Sunday will be Open & Puppy
2. It was determined this will not interfere Fox Valley.
3. The FTC approved this chang
c. The FTC discussed the need for ECSCA sponsored trials to stay on budget and attempt to at least ‘break even’

C. FTC General meeting at the 2024 NCC
a. FTC Members who plan to attend are Susan Sarracino-Deihl, Ted McCue, Paul McGagh, and Dave Williams
b. Susan will be prepping the Agenda in the near future.
c. Date - October 29, 2024, at 4:30 PM EDT
d. Location - Life Camp 67 McCann Mill Road, Pottersville, NJ 07979

D. Judging Criteria – 
a. There was discussion around the selection of National Judges. In particular; should we have two Judges from the same Regions judging together or should we have two Judges from the Region where the National Trials are to be held. The FTC decided this topic should be discussed in the future and the Cocker FT Community would need to weigh in.
b. A second similar topic involved National Judges and whether they should be Cocker Owners.  Again, this will be a topic for the future and for the Cocker Community to offer opinions.
c. It was mentioned Folks have commented that there needs to be more Cocker Owners judging Cockers. 
d.  It was suggested that Cocker Handlers who have placed in Nationals would make good cocker judges as they have shown their ability to train and handle cockers in a trial. The current set of requirements makes it difficult for Folks to become Judges.
e. It was mentioned the AKC may be in charge of the requirements. Paul McGagh agreed to phone the AKC tomorrow to inquire about the prospect of ‘green-lighting’ National placing Handlers so they can be Judges without going through all the current steps to become Judges.

E.   Approved Field Trials for 2025 Season – please see email attachment for trials approved to date.

F.  September meeting will be November 19, 2024 at 5:30 PM CST

G. General meeting at the 2024 NCC 
i.  October 29, 2924 at 4:30 PM EDT
ii. Life Camp 67 McCann Mill Road, Pottersville, NJ 07979

H.  Motion to adjourn at 7:14 PM by David Williams. Seconded by Paul McGagh


Respectfully Submitted,
Cheryl Dooley
dooleytess@gmail.com
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