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    Monday, October 28, 2019
Call to Order - The meeting was called to order by Dawn Schuster at 
4:45 PM CST.
Present: Dawn Schuster (Chair), Chris Dartt, Cheryl Dooley, Jordan Horak and Members attending the 2019 NCC.
Approval of Minutes from September 18, 2019 – Chris made a motion to approve the minutes.  Cheryl seconded the motion and the motion carried.
Approval of Agenda – Deb Strohl made a motion to approve the Agenda.  Chris seconded the motion and the motion carried.

Spring Approved Trials– Dawn listed the Spring Trials that have been approved for 2020.  These Trials include:  Maine, Central Maine, Mid-Atlantic, New Glarus, Fox Valley, Minnesota, and Southern California.  Dawn mentioned that all of these will be posted on fieldcockers.com by Bethann Wiley.  Dawn also encouraged other Clubs interested in hosting a Spring Trial to send the dates to her as soon as possible so they can also be listed on the Calendar for 2020.  The request for field trial form is located on the home page of fieldcockers.com. 
Bid for NCC 2021– Dawn notified the Membership that the 2021 NCC currently does not have a Host Club. She encouraged Clubs to consider hosting the 2021 NCC and submitting and a bid along with a preliminary budget soon.  Please note:  2020 NCC will be held in North Dakota and Maine has indicated they would like to host the 2022 NCC.
Input on NCC Qualifier Point Schedule– The Membership was reminded that the current qualification for the NCC is a placement within the two years prior to the upcoming NCC.  Currently there are over 170 dogs qualified for the NCC.  The FTC has been discussing the pros and cons around changing the qualifications and is seeking input from the General Membership.  The ultimate idea is to strive for a ‘quality’ NCC that would potentially involve less dogs allowing Judges the opportunity to thoroughly evaluate the competitors without feeling overwhelmed.
Suggestions per forth include:  One point for one year, Two Points over a 2- year period and limiting the number of dogs.  It was pointed out that the later suggestion is not ‘legal’ according to AKC rules.
There was also discussion around the fact that changing the criteria might in fact increase entries in Open stakes held throughout the year.
Nothing was decided at this point in time.  However, Dawn encouraged Members to discuss this issue with their Club members.  : Reminder: this topic was put forth to strictly receive input from those who trial. We must think ahead and where Cocker trials will be in the near future.
Input on the National Amateur Cocker Championship – Dawn notified the Membership that the FTC is seeking input on whether the NACC should be every year vs every other year AND whether it should be held in the Spring or the Fall.  Input from the Membership included – Fall birds are ‘healthier’ than Spring birds and Handlers have had more time to train for a Fall trial than Spring. 
An informal vote was taken and the majority voted to have the NACC in the Fall.
A second informal vote was taken and the majority voted to hold the NACC yearly vs every other year.
Dawn mentioned the 2020 NACC will be held in Marysville, Ohio near the end of March.  There are currently no Clubs who have submitted proposals for 2021 or 2022.  Clubs were encouraged to consider hosting a NACC.
NEW BUSINESS:
FTC Member at-Large Nominations - Dawn reported four FTC Members have their terms expiring this year.  These Members include:  Dawn, Chris Dartt, Pat Keliher and Dominique Savoie. The FTC is currently seeking nominations from the Member for individual who might be willing to serve a term on the FTC.  Anyone wanting to submit a nomination should contact Dawn. All current members are eligible for a second term. 
NCC Water Test -  A discussion occurred around the possibility of allowing a NCC Chair the option to cancel the Water Test when weather conditions are extreme. The discussion included potential criteria that would need to be in place to cancel the test.  It was pointed out the AKC requires a water test in order for a dog to be classified as a National Champion.  However, it is possible to petition the AKC on the matter and that petition would need to come from the ECSCA BOARD.
· A Sign in slip was placed at the door before the FTC meeting and the Banquet. A request for current updated Name, Address, Email and phone was made. If you have field trial interest, and would like to submit your updated information, please contact Dawn Schuster at RDCGSchuster@aol.com. 

Adjournment Vicky Thomas made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Chris seconded the motion and the motion carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 5:51 PM CST.
The next FTC Meeting will be held at 5:00 PM (CST) on November 20, 2019.
Respectfully submitted by Cheryl Dooley.
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