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NFC, FC Absolute Winnie  

Owner:  Jim Leferman

Handler:  Dan Murray
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“Doing My Part”

FTC Minutes
Tuesday, November 14, 2017
8:00 p.m-10:00 p.m. Eastern Time

Members Present:  Deb Strohl, Mike Schroeder, Vicky Thomas, Keith Meissner, Pete Rizzo, Dennis Joannides, Terry Reckart
Absent: Vicky Thomas

I. Call to order  A call to order was made at 8:04pm
 
II.	Approval of minutes   Terry Made a motion to accept the minutes, Keith seconded the motion, all were in favor  Approval of the agenda  No additions to the agenda were made

III. NCC 2017 – Dominique with final update on Cocker National Dominique was unable to make the meeting and Deb gave the FTC an in-depth summary of the 2017 National. Attached at the end of these minutes are the minutes from the FTC meeting that was held at the NCC 2017.

IV. HALL OF FAME –  This year’s dog inductees are EFC NFC FC Chyknell Megan and NFC FC Mallowdale Naomi. The person inducted into the Hall of Fame is AR Ginn.  See the Hall of Fame link on fieldcockers.com for additional information about the inductees and ceremony to be held at the National Bird Dog Museum.   The Hall of Fame presentation at the NCC was not made this year.  There was a discussion as to the benefits and drawback of announcing the nominations at the NCC banquet. Keith stated that it’s important for the announcements to be made at some point during the NCC, as that’s when most of the trialers around the country are all together. There aren’t a lot of other times during the year when we are all together. Pete stated that the Hall of Fame should be connected to the National. It’s when we as trialers, all get together and put our best work forward. The Hall of Fame and the History of our sport is interlinked with the National and the trialers that are participating. Deb stated that the announcement should be 5 or 10 minutes not a 30 minute long speech. Deb stated that an agenda or set of protocol should be set by the Chairperson of the National for all announcements, awards, etc.  Deb stated that Announcements of the Hall of Fame inductees will be made at the National.  Keith made a motion that all future Hall of Fame announcements will be made during the NCC.   Dennis seconded the motion. A vote was taken and all were in favor. 

V.  Amateur Eligibility  There was extended discussion about Amateur Eligibility.  The FTC created a draft of some new language that might help clarify ambiguities about this status.  The FTC cannot make these changes, it can only be made by the AKC at the direction of the parent club.  Therefore, the FTC unanimously agreed to forward a draft to the ECSCA of possible changes for its discussion with the AKC.  

VI.  Judges Selection  A new way of selecting judges for Nationals passed at FTC NCC 2017 MEETING  that follows the Springer system.  It consists of FIRST contacting all qualified Judges and determining if they would be willing to Judge a NCC.  A ballot is then sent to Cocker Owners who have a qualifying dog(s) with the names of the Judges eligible and willing.  Each Cocker Owner would select 4- names of Judges they would prefer to have on the final ballot. After the top 6 - votes are determined each Owner will receive a Final Ballot on which they are to vote for TWO Judges.  The two Judges with the most votes will be announced at the next NCC during the Banquet.  As before Owners will receive a ballot for each qualifying dog.
There was a brief discussion around this topic followed by a Motion from Joe Demarkis to vote to adopt the Springer Plan.  A vote was taken and all were in favor of adopting the Springer process.  This plan will be put into place for the voting on the 2019 NCC Judges.
A.  NCC 2018 – JUDGES – 	Mhari Peschal and Ralph Botti  Deb has contacted both judges and both have accepted the position.
B.  AMATEUR BALLOTS –  The Amateur National Judges Ballots were mailed out this week and everyone should have them by now. Please send you ballots in as soon as possible. The nominees are Bob  MacDonald, Jason Givens, Ken Hanson, Lynn Miller, Mike Wallace. 
C.  FTC--AT LARGE BALLOTS-  Ballots were put in mail Monday, November 13 and are to be returned to Kim Wiley.  	

VII.  Amateur National Championship – The Amateur National is slated for April 12-15, 2018 in Barnsville, Wisconsin.  Key positions filled are:  Dawn Schuster – Secretary, Vicky Dahlik – Hospitality Chair, Pete Zuleger – Gun Captain, Chuck Nelson – Judges Steward and Deb Strohl & Vicky Thomas – Fundraising.  Ballots to vote for Judges will be mailed by Dawn Schuster in the near future to all Members who have a qualifying dog(s).  All Members are encouraged to vote and return their ballots to Sue Rose as quickly as possible.  The Headquarters will be the Deer Valley Lodge Golf Course & Waterpark.  Thirty rooms are reserved.  No dogs are allowed.  A Welcome Reception and Banquet will be held at the Headquarters Hotel.
			     
VIII.  New Business: 
A.  2018 NCC PRESENTATION  The 2018 Open National will be at the Ralph Botti farm in Elmira NY and will start on October 24th 2018. The Holiday Inn located in Elmira NY will be the headquarters.
B.  Liaison on FTC  The ECSCA would like the FTC to have an AKC/ECSCA liaison on the FTC. This position would be a non-voting member of the FTC. Dennis suggested that we have 6 nominees for 4 At Large spots on the FTC. One of those people could have a 2 year Liaison Term and possibly the Recording Secretary position as well. The FTC would like the Liaison to have real Field Trial experience.
C.  2019 NCC.   Ron Bullock of the Iowa Club has been approached with the possibility of hosting the 2019 NCC. 		
D. Next FTC MEETING,  December 12, 2017  wrap up the end of year.  Meeting adjourned

Special attachment –Minutes  2017 Field Trial Committee General Meeting October 31, 2017
Cobblestone Inn; Harper, KS

Deb Strohl called the meeting to order at 4:50 PM
Present:  FTC Members  - Deb Strohl – Chair & Central Region, Pete Rizzo - Eastern Region, Vicky Thomas – Western Region, Sue Rose - ECSCA Rep
General Members of the ECSCA and NCC 2017 Attendees. Attendance:  68
Regional Trophies – Pete Rizzo
A decision was made in 2017 to award trophies to High Point Dogs by Region, as oppose to one High Point Dog for the whole country. Pete displayed the trophies in the Meeting Room and explained how they were handcrafted from repurposed wood and antique hardware.  The trophies will be awarded at the conclusion of the National Cocker Championship Trial later this week.
Amateur National Championship – Rumi Schroeder
The Amateur National is slated for April 12-15, 2018 in Barnsville, Wisconsin.  Key positions filled are:  Dawn Schuster – Secretary, Vicky Dahlik – Hospitality Chair, Pete Zuleger – Gun Captain, Chuck Nelson – Judges Steward and Deb Strohl & Vicky Thomas – Fundraising.  Ballots to vote for Judges will be mailed by Dawn Schuster in the near future to all Members who have a qualifying dog(s).  All Members are encouraged to vote and return their ballots to Sue Rose as quickly as possible.  The Headquarters will be the Deer Valley Lodge Golf Course & Waterpark.  Thirty rooms are reserved.  No dogs are allowed.  A Welcome Reception and Banquet will be held at the Headquarters Hotel.
2018 NCC – Mike Ludwig 
The 2018 NCC will be held in Elmira, New York from October 24 to Completion.  Mike described the First & Second Series grounds as grassy and undulating.  The Third & Fourth Series will be in old fields with 10 years growth that consists of thick grass and clumps of bushes.  The Fifth Series is yet to be determined.  The Headquarter Hotel is the Holiday Inn Hotel.  It is dog friendly and will be the location for the Banquet.  Mike will continue to update the FTC as the year progresses.  Members were encouraged to check FTC meeting notes in the future for any updates.
Seed Awn Awareness – Olivia Steele-Mortimer
Olivia explained grass awns are still killing our dogs and the number one approach is avoidance. Members were encouraged to keep vigilant about any out of ordinary behaviors displayed by their dogs.  Additionally, Members were encouraged to regularly check eyes, ears, throat and feet for seeds after any outdoor activities.  Dave Williams gave a personal account of his recent experience with Oury who he lost this past year to a seed awn.  A display board of noxious weeds was available to view so Members could familiarize themselves with hazardous seeds.  This display will also be set-up at the Tin Shack on the Bramwell Property for the duration of the NCC Trial.
NCC Judge Voting – Vicky Thomas
Vicky discussed the current voting system and the Springer Spaniel voting system.  Currently, Cocker Clubs around the Country that hold an Open Trial are encouraged to submit names of potential nominees.  The FTC reviews the names submitted and determines the eligibility of the Judges (12- Judging assignments with at least 3- Cocker Trial assignments) as well as whether the Nominee would be willing to Judge the next year’s NCC.  A ballot of Nominee names is then sent to all Members who have a qualifying dog.  Members receive multiple ballots if they have more than one dog qualified.
The Springer system consists of FIRST contacting all qualified Judges and determining if they would be willing to Judge a NCC.  A ballot is then sent to Cocker Owners who have a qualifying dog(s) with the names of the Judges eligible and willing.  Each Cocker Owner would select 4- names of Judges they would prefer to have on the final ballot. After the top 6 - votes are determined each Owner will receive a Final Ballot on which they are to vote for TWO Judges.  The two Judges with the most votes will be announced at the next NCC during the Banquet.  As before Owners will receive a ballot for each qualifying dog.
There was a brief discussion around this topic followed by a Motion from Joe Demarkis to vote to adopt the Springer Plan.  A vote was taken and all were in favor of adopting the Springer process.  This plan will be put into place for the voting on the 2019 NCC Judges.
Field Trial Calendar - Deb Strohl
A 2018 Calendar was provided to all Attendees.  Deb encouraged Clubs planning to hold Trials for the 2018 Calendar get their dates submitted to the FTC soon so the Calendar could be finalized and then posted on Fieldcockers.com.
ECSCA & Board– Deb Strohl
It was noted that Kim Wiley will serve one more year on the BOD.  No other individual has had their name submitted by the ECSCA.  It was suggested the FTC nominate a Field Member to serve on the BOD.  There was discussion around this topic.  It was suggested that Clubs provide feedback to the FTC regarding who they feel the FTC should nominate.  A vote was taken and it was decided to give the FTC the authority to suggest a Name(s) for the Board, with Clubs having the ability to provide input.
FTC Members  - Deb Strohl
Deb noted that four Members of the FTC will have terms expiring at the conclusion of the NCC.  A ballot of individuals who have put their names forth will be sent out following the 2017 NCC Trial.  
2016 NCC Print – Jim Lieffermann 
Jim unveiled the pen and ink print of Whinnie – the 2016 NCC Winner.
 2017 NCC-  Dominique Savoie
Dominique presented information on safety guidelines to be adhered to on the Bramwell property.  She also noted there will be a Safety meeting at the Tin Shack at 7:30 AM on Wednesday morning prior to the start of the NCC Trial.  Vicky Thomas also provided a brief explanation around the parking lot at the Tin Shack.  It was noted that John Alstad agreed to be the Shag Basket Coordinator and Pat Bramwell will serve as the Head Marshall.  
Book Special – As a special fundraiser for the ECSCA, the Book co-authored by Vicky Thomas and Pat Bramwell, In A More Perfect Manner will be on sale this week for $75 with $50 of the sale being donated to the ECSCA.
Adjournment  - No further business, Deb Strohl adjourned the meeting at 6:00 PM.
Respectfully submitted,
Cheryl Dooley

There was Canadian Rye Grass found in a section of the 3rd series so the course was moved to a safer area. The 2017 NCC was a success due to the hard work of Dominque Savoie and Paul McGagh. 
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