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Members Present:  Deb Strohl, Vicky Thomas, Pete Rizzo, Chris Dartt, Dawn Schuster, Jeff Janousek, Pat Keliher.  Guest:  Cheryl Dooley
Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 4:02 PST.
Approval of Minutes:  Vicky moved to approve the prior minutes, seconded by Dawn Schuester.  Approved unimanously
Approval of Agenda:  Motion to approve by Vicky, seconded by Jeff.  Approved unimanously
Old Business:
1. Cocker National Open Championship election of Judges: 
	 Cheryl Dooley updated the Natonal Qualification Letter which had been distributed prior to the meeting.  There was general discussion about increaseing the number of cocker trials required to judge the NCC from three (3) trials to five (5) trials at different locations.  Currently, several clubs are offering multiple events over a single weekend.  For example, if a club offered an open stake and an amateur stake on Saturday and repeated this on a Sunday, even though there would be 4 AKC Licensed events, this would be considered a single “location”.   The FTC wants to ensure all potential National Championship Judges are truly familiar with our dogs.  It was agreed we should publish this in the minutes to garner feedback from the community.
Further discussion about the cost of mailing the judges ballots ensued.  It was agreed to eleminate the written biographies from judges, rather to publish those on fieldcockers.com.  We asked Chris Dartt to investigate how to do this.
2. FTC Letterhead:
	Deb thanked Dawn Schuster for creating the new FTC Letterhead.

3. NCC/NACC Photographer:
Discussion regarding the cost of NCC/NACC photographers:  The old days, paying a photographer to come to the NCC taking a portriat of each dog made sense as getting a good photo of your dog involved purchasing film, then developing the film for prints, could be expensive.  But, now, with digital cameras, people can take hundreds of photos for free to get a good shot of their dog.   If a National has 60 dogs entered paying and the committee pays the going rate of $1,500 for photography, it works out to $25.00 per entry!   The problem is we haven’t created a contract or determined what photos are currently required.  If we outline this, we can put the contract out to bid and save a large amout of money.  Jeff, having taken pictures at field trials before was determined to be the individual with the most expertise and agreed to come up with a basic contract that would outline the requisite photos necessary.

New Business:
1. It was determined to address the increase of Judging 3 field trials to 5 field trials at our next FTC meeting after getting feedback from these minutes.

2. The next FTC meeting is to be March 13, 2018 at the new 6:00 pm Eastern Time.

3.  The meeting was ajourned.
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